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Natural Gas Franchise

9-1-1 Natural Gas Franchise

Sec. 9-1-1 Natural Gas Franchise.

(a) Grant of Franchise. There is hereby granted to Midwest Natural Gas, Inc., a Wisconsin
corporation, its successors and assigns, hereinafter referred to as "Company", the right and
privilege to acquire, erect, construct, operate and maintain a gas plant, gas system, or both
to import, transport, sell and distribute gas, whether natural, manufactured or mixed within
the Town of Warren and for these purposes to establish the necessary facilities and
equipment and to lay and maintain gas mains, service pipes and any other appurtenances
necessary to the sale and distribution of gas in and along the streets, alleys and other public
ways and places of the Town of Warren, provided, however, that nothing herein shall

‘ prevent or limit any person from importing, transporting, selling or distributing liquid
petroleum or liquid propane gas within the Town of Warren. This franchise shall be void
and shall expire if the Company shall not have obtained from the Public Service

Commission of Wisconsin within five (5) years from the date of original publication of this

Section a certificate authorizing it to transact such public utility business and to construct

and operate the above described gas distribution in said Town of Warren.

(b) Conditions of Street Occupancy.

(1) Use. All pipes, mains and other natural, artificial or mixed gas equipment and
apparatus laid or placed by the Company shall be located in the streets, alleys, public
ways and places in the Town of Warren so as not to obstruct or interfere with any
water pipes, sewers, drains or other structures. The Company shall, when practicable,
avoid interfering with the use of any street, alley or other highway where the paving
or surface of such street, alley or other highway would be disturbed.

(2) Restoration. If the Company shall disturb any pavement, sidewalk, street, alley,
driveway or other surfacing, then in such event, the Company shall, at its own cost
and expense and in a manner approved by the Town of Warren replace and restore
to a condition as good as that before such disturbance, any such disturbed pavement,
sidewalk, street, alley, driveway or other surfacing.
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(3) Relocation. In the event that at any time during the period of this franchise the Town
shall lawfully elect to alter or change the grade of any street, alley or other public
place or way, the Company, upon reasonable notice to the Town of Warren, shall
remove, re-lay and relocate, at its own expense, the Company's pipes, mains and other
gas fixtures.

Service and Rates. The Company shall render efficient service and charge fair and
reasonable rates in accordance with the rules and regulations of the Public Service
Commission of Wisconsin.
Company Rules. The Company shall have the power and authority to promulgate such
rules, regulations, terms and conditions governing the conduct of its business as shall be
reasonably necessary to enable the Company to exercise its rights and to perform its
obligations under this franchise in accordance with the rules and regulations of the Public
Service Commission of Wisconsin.
Company Liability; Indemnification. It is expressly understood and agreed by and
between the Company and the Town of Warren that the Company shall save the Town of
Warren harmless from any suit, judgment, claim, execution or demand whatsoever, resulting
from the negligence o the part of the Company in the construction, operation or
maintenance of its gas system in the Town of Warren. The Town of Warren shall notify
the Company's representative within five (5) days after the presentation of any claim or
demand, either by suit or otherwise, made against the Town of Warren on account of any
negligence as aforesaid on the part of the Company.

Acceptance. The Company, its successors and assigns, shall, if it accepts this Franchise

and the rights hereby granted, file a written acceptance of this Section with the Town of

Warren within sixty (60) days from the date of original posting (3/11/91) of this Section.
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Chapter 2 Utility District: Water Use
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9-2-2 Definitions
9-2-3 General Provisions
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9-2-5 Cross Connection Control
9-2-6 State Plumbing Code Adopted
9-2-7 Installation and Repair of Water Supply Piping
and Equipment
9-2-8 Water Main Extensions
9-2-9 General Customer Provisions
9-2-10 Customer Deposits
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9-2-12 Water Service Charges '
. 9-2-13 Water Service to Public Buildings
9-2-14 Claims for Damages
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“Sec. 9-2-1 Introduction and Purpose.

The purpose of these regulations is to regulate and control the operation and use of the public
water system within the Town of Warren Water Ultility District in order to promote the public
health, safety, and general welfare of the community. They are designed to promote reasonably
adequate water services for the community and to set forth equitable revenue systems so as to
derive the maximum public benefit. The Town of Warren Water Utility District is subject to
regulation by the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin. The Ordinance enables the Town of
Warren Water Utility District to comply with the requirements of Wis. Adm. Code, Ch. PSC 185
as amended, Standards for Water Public Utility Service and any other state or federal law. This
Ordinance shall supersede any previous Town of Warren Ordinances regulating operation and
use of the public water system and shall repeal all provisions that may be inconsistent with this
Ordinance. ‘
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Sec. 9-2-2 Definitions.

In Chapter 4 the following, words and phrases shall have the designated meaning:

(a) Commercial utility service means water service for any commercial uses authorized
under the provisions of the St. Croix County Zoning Ordinance, Section 17.17 as
amended and Section 17.18 as amended. Copies of the relevant provisions are attached
hereto and incorporated by reference herein. ,

() Commission means the Town of Warren Water Utility District Commission; sometimes
used synonymously with "Utility Commission" or "District Commission."

(c) Curb Stop means a water shut-off valve located between the curb or street (pavement
edge), as appropriate, and the property line. ‘

(c) Customer denotes any person, owner or occupant, firm, partnership, corporation,
municipality, cooperative organization, governmental agency, or political entity provided
with water service by the Town of Warren Water Utility District.

(e) Delinquent Account denotes an account which has a bill for service unpaid after
payment is due.

® District shall mean the Town of Warren Water Utility District.

(2) Meter means an instrument installed to measure the volume and/or rate of flow of water
delivered through it.

(h)  Residential Utility Service means water service provided by the District for residential
related purposes to any dwelling unit

(1) Shall is mandatory.

) Stop Box means an appurtenance installed on each water service to locate and protect the
curb stop.

(k)  Unit of Service denotes any residential or small commercial aggregation of space or area
occupied for a distinct purpose such as a residence, apartment, store or office, which is
equipped with one or more fixtures for rendering water supply, separate and distinct from
other users. Each unit of service will be regarded as a separate consumer and charges for
more than one customer on a single meter will be assessed accordingly. Thus, an
apartment building, having five separate dwelling units each of which is equipped with
one or more fixtures for rendering water supply, will be classified as five separate units of
service and five separate consumers even if all four units are on one meter.

O Utility Classification Codes.
Residential includes private homes, duplexes, and apartment buildings four (4) units and
under. _
Water Lateral denotes the piping from the main to the curb stop.

(m)  Water Service Pipe denotes the piping from the curb stop to the building.

Sec. 9-2-3 General Provisions.

(a) Management. The District shall be managed by the Commission.
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. (b) Organization. Town of Warren Water Utility District is organized as a Utility District
pursuant to Sec. 66.0827 as amended, Wis. Stats. Town of Warren Water Ultility District
is sometimes referred to as the "District". The District shall have all of the power and
authority authorized by applicable statutes; and nothing contained in this Ordinance shall
prohibit or otherwise limit the exercise of all such statutory power and authority. In
connection with the organization of the District, the following provisions shall control:

(D (i) Unless otherwise provided for in Section 9-2-3(b)(1)(ii), the Town Board of
the Town of Warren shall act as the Commission of the District. The term of
office of such members of the Commission of the District shall be concurrent with
their terms of office as members of the Town Board. In the event of any vacancy
on the Commission of the District, such vacancy shall be filled in the same
manner as the filling of a vacancy in the office of a Town Board Supervisor, (ii)
As an alternative to Section 9-2-3(b)(1)(i), the Town Board may, by resolution,
appoint three (3) persons, who shall be residents of the Town and of the District in
question and shall own property within the District in question, as members of the
Commission. The term of office for such members shall be three (3) years, and
shall be staggered so no more than one (1) member is appointed each year. In
making the initial appointments, the Town Board shall appoint one (1) member
for a one (1) year term of office, another member for a two (2) year term of office,
and the final member for a three (3) year term of office. Any vacancy may be
filled by appointment by the Town Board for the remainder of the unexpired term.

2 (i) When the Town Board constitutes the Commission of the District, the Town

‘ Board Chairman shall be the President of the Commission, the Town Clerk shall

be the Secretary of the Commission, and the Town Treasurer shall be the
Treasurer of the Commission; except where there is a Town Clerk/Treasurer, in
which event, such individual shall be the Commission Secretary/Treasurer. Any
vacancy in the offices of President, Secretary or Treasurer shall be filled in the
manner applicable to filling vacancies in similar Town offices. (ii)) When the
Commission has been appointed by the Town Board pursuant to Section 9-2-
3(b)(1)(ii), the Commission shall organize itself by electing one (1) of its
members as President. The Town Clerk and the Town Treasurer shall be the
Secretary and Treasurer of the Commission as provided for in Section 9-2-
3(b)(2)(i), in any event.

€)) The President of the Commission shall preside at all meetings of the Commission.
The Secretary shall keep a separate record of all proceedings and minutes of
meetings and hearings of the Commission. The Treasurer shall maintain the
accounts of the District pursuant to Sec. 66.0872 as amended, Wis. Stats.

(4)  The Commission may project, plan, construct and maintain a system of water
supply including all of the improvements or activities or any combination of them
necessary for the promotion of the public health, comfort, convenience or welfare
of the District. Without intending to limit the generality of the foregoing, the
Commission may:
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a. With the approval of the Town Board, sell any of its services to users
inside or outside of the corporate limits of the District.

b. Fix and collect charges for water supply services.

c. Employ attorneys, engineers, accountants and other persons to assist it in

the performance of its work.

(5)  The Commission shall meet at such times and places as it deems appropriate; and
shall adopt such rules and procedures relative to its meetings as it may reasonably
require.

(6)  The Town Board, acting for the benefit of and on behalf of the District, may levy
special assessments to finance the activities of the District and may acquire
property by means of eminent domain for public purposes on behalf of the
District.

(7)  The District's fiscal year shall be the calendar year.

Compliance with Rules. All persons now receiving a water supply from the District, or

who may make application for service, shall be deemed to have consented to the water

utility rules and regulations filed with the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin and
with the terms of this ordinance.

Sec. 9-2-4 Connection to Existing Public Water System.

(2)

(b)

©

Compulsory Connection. The owner of any house or other building within the District
which is used for human occupancy, employment, or recreation, located on a parcel
which is adjacent to an existing public water main, shall install, at owner's expense,
suitable plumbing facilities and shall take the necessary steps to connect such facilities
directly with the District water system within one hundred twenty (120) days after date of
written notification by the Commission.
Other Requirements. The provisions of this section are not intended to interfere
with, abrogate or alleviate the need for compliance with any connection
requirements that may be imposed by the State of Wisconsin, St Croix County, or
any governmental agencies.
Application Required. Any person desiring to connect to the District water system shall
apply in writing to the District on a form furnished by the District. The application shall
be made by the owner or his representative and shall include a statement giving the exact
location of the premises to be served, the name of the owner, the purpose for which the
service is to be used, the time when the work is to be done, the size of the supply pipe and
meter desired, and such other information as may be required by the District. Any
special refrigeration or air-conditioning water consuming appliances shall be particularly
noted on the application. The District may deny any application where the required
information is not provided.
Connection Permit Required. No work of laying the water lateral and/or water service
pipe shall be commenced or continued without the required connection permit being on
the premises. At the time of connecting, the water lateral and/or water service pipe to the
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meter setting shall be inspected by the District or its designate. Connection permits shall

not be granted unless all of the following conditions are met:

¢)) The premises to be served are situated on a lot or parcel within the District and
abutting on any street, alley, easement or right-of-way in which a District water
main is located; and

) The property owner agrees to install a water service pipe from the curb stop to the
unit of service according to all District specifications; and

(3)  The premises to be served will have adequate piping beyond the metering point.

Multi-unit Dwelling Application. A multi-unit dwelling shall be served by individual

metered water service to each unit Each meter and meter connection will be a separate

customer for the purpose of the filed rules and regulations.

Lawn Sprinkler Systems. The owner of a building who wishes to install a lawn

sprinkler system may request that such system be metered separately from residential

service. The owner, by selecting this option, is required to provide plumbing and meter

settings to enable such service and to permit individual disconnection without affecting

service to the residential unit or units. Each meter and meter connection will be a

separate customer for the purpose of the filed rules and regulations. Any such owner shall

further notify the District of the installation of any such lawn sprinkler system and shall

consent to an inspection to ensure such system does not constitute an illegal cross

connection as specified in Section 9-2-5 of this Ordinance.

Temporary Water Services. Any person desiring to connect to the District water

system on a temporary and limited basis shall make application to the Dlstrlct for

permission according to the following provisions of this Section.

¢y Temporary Metered Supply. An applicant for temporary water supply on a
metered basis shall make and maintain a cash escrow deposit for each meter
installed, as security for payment for use of water and for such other charges
which may arise from the use of the supply. The amount of the deposit and the
charge for setting the valve and furnishing and setting the meter will be pursuant
to the rates and rules on file with the Wisconsin Public Service Commission.

2) Temporary Unmetered Services—Unmetered Temporary Supply, Unmetered

Temporary Construction Use and Isolated Unmetered Usage.

a. Unmetered Temporary Use Other Than Building or Construction. Where
a water meter cannot be installed immediately, service may be supplied
temporarily on an unmetered basis upon written application to the District.
Such service shall be billed pursuant to the rates and rules on file with the
Wisconsin Public Service Commission.

b. Unmetered Temporary Construction Use. When water is wanted on an
unmetered basis for construction purposes, an application shall be made to
the District in writing, upon the application provided for that purpose in
the District's office, giving a statement of the amount of construction work
to be done, or the size of the tank to be filled, etc. If the application is
approved, payment for the water shall be required in advance and shall be
made in accordance with the approved building and construction water
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service (unmetered) rate. For construction purposes, the water must be
drawn from the service pipe which is carried inside the foundation wall.
No connection with the service pipe at the curb stop shall be made without
special permission from the District. In no case will any employee of the
District turn on water for construction work unless the contractor first
presents a permit. Upon completion of the construction work, the
contractor must return the original permit to the District, together with a
statement of the actual amount of construction work performed.
Customers shall not allow contractors, masons or other persons to take
water from their premises without first showing a permit from the District.
Any customer failing to comply with this provision will have their water
service discontinued.

c. Isolated Unmetered Usage. When water is wanted on an unmetered basis
for isolated purposes such as filling swimming pools, tanks or tank
wagons, etc.,. written application shall be made to the District. If the
application is approved, payment for the water shall be made in advance at
the scheduled rates for general unmetered water service. In addition, an
application administration fee shall be paid by persons not otherwise
customers of the District as established by the Wisconsin Public Service
Commission.

3) Deposits Returned. All monies deposited as security for payment of charges
arising from the use of temporary water supply on a metered basis, or for the
return of a sprinkling valve wheel or reducer, shall be refunded to the applicant
when the use of water has terminated, all charges have been paid, and the wheel
and reducer have been returned undamaged.

Inspections.  During reasonable hours, any officer or authorized employee of the

District shall have the right of access to the premises supplied with service, for the

purpose of inspection or for the enforcement of the District's rules and regulations.

Whenever appropriate, the District will make a systematic inspection of all unmetered

water taps for the purpose of checking waste and unnecessary use of water.

Sec. 9-2-5 Cross Connection Control.

(a)

(b)

Cross Connection Defined. In this section, "cross connection" means any physical
connection or arrangement between two otherwise separate systems, one of which
contains potable water from the water system, and the other, water from a private source,
water of unknown or questionable safety, or steam, gases, or chemicals, where upon loss
of pressure or any other pressure condition, there may be a flow from one system to the
other.

Cross Connections Prohibited. No person, firm or corporation may establish or permit
to be maintained any cross connection. No interconnection may be established where
potable water from a private, auxiliary or emergency water supply, other than the town
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